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Teens learning their
faith through DTS

BEVERLY—InlEthndymatSt.BemmﬂChnch,the

Dead Theologian Seciety (DTS) continues fo gain favor -

among parish teenagers, and its popularity is spreading

.to nearby parishes — St. Ambrose in Litile Hocking and
St Mary in Marietta -~ Yvonne Huck, catechetical leader
at St. Bernard’s, said. :

The first chapter of the nationwide DTS in the
Steubenville Diocese was formed at St. Bernard’s with
the support of Msgr. Robert J. Kawa, pastor.

The society focuses on the lives and teachings of
saints, Huck explaimed:

A saint is studied at each DTS s&ssmn where time also
1s set aside forsocializing.

At a mecting, after the initial smd}' session, Huck said
that youth are encouraged to ask questions about their
Catholic faith.

“The guestions are good; they get things straightened
out,” she said. :

*“The youth are leamning so much about their faith.”

Some teens have told Huck that as aresultof the DTS,
they are able to answer quwtmns posed by friends about
the Catholic Church.

A priestalways atiends theD'_l'S meetings, held monthly
a1 St. Bemard’s. Other chapters mest monthly or biweskly.
Prayer and praise end each DTS session; Huck said.

The idea behind the DTS, Huck explained. is that “we
are dead to this world, but alive in Christ.”

For teens, today, Huck added, there is a lot of peer

pressure, and the saints offer examples of our faith.
. Huck said the DTS, designed for youth, is “very tesn
relevant.” High school freshmen to seniors attend meat-
ings and some come back to sessions when they retum
home from college, she pointed out.

throuzh ﬂ:f:smmner, a first campout was held with youlh
from St. Bemard, 8¢ Ambrose and St. Mary attending.

The m'emjghtm' in Waterford centered on the study of
St Benedict, Hock said. - ;

Melinda Husk and Sue Bogden assisted Huck in the
planning of the campout, expecizd to become an annual
cvent. =

Thirty-two youth attended.

Msgz: Kawa was at the campout along with Father Mark
A.Moore, parochial vicarat St Mary Church.

At St. Bemnard’s, the DTS started with four or five youth *

attending, Huck said Now, 25-30 come to each meeting.
“It is truly a positive program. You can see the
kids growing in their faith,

which they are looking at more
-serionsly.”

As a resuli of the study of
the saints, Huck: said that §
when it is time for the teens to. ©
pick a confirmation name, they
really think about the samﬂo >
select.

Teens from St. Bernard, at &
right, join with youth
from St. Ambrose and St.
Mary, top right and cen-
ter, ata Dead Theologian

Society campout. (Photos
provided)




